
DEATH BY MOUSE

Hantavirus cases still rare but mounting,  
researchers warn
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A recent article in the National Post put Hantavirus front and center. 
More specifically Deer Mice and their population explosion in the 
Prairie Provinces this year.

This semi cute little thing has caused 30 people in Saskatchewan to 
contract Hanta virus and 10 deaths this year alone. Primarily from 
cleaning up sheds, cabins and crawlspaces etc.

As public health care providers, Abell Pest Control can assist the 
public in controlling this pest and in turn breaking the spread of the 
virus to the general public.

It is important we communicate the correct message and ensure we 
protect ourselves when going into situations with Deer Mice.

Hantavirus is a organism carried by deer mice. An infected deer 
mouse will shed the virus in droppings, urine and saliva. The mouse 
typically lives in rural and semi-rural areas in nests located under 
trees, shrubs or in cavities and voids of buildings, unused cabinets or 
furniture.

Clinical Symptoms include the following, with the onset occurring 1 
to 5 weeks after exposure:

• Fever

• Fatigue

• Muscle pain

• Headaches

• Dizziness

• Nausea

• Vomiting

• Chills

This semi cute 
little thing has 
caused 30 people in 
Saskatchewan to 
contract Hanta virus 
and 10 deaths this 
year alone.
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Here are steps to reducing the risk of a pest management profes-
sional and the general public contracting Hantavirus:

1. Effective rodent control around buildings is 
essential.

2. Wear nitrile gloves and a HEPA filter respirator when 
working with a known or suspected Deer Mouse 
infestation, basements, crawlspaces, sheds, cabins 
(etc), handling traps and removing dead mice.

3. Disinfect areas where you see rodents or their 
droppings. Sometimes nests are found inside 
cabinets (etc); soak these nests with disinfectant. 
General disinfectants and viracides or bleach (3 
Tablespoons per gallon of water) are useful for 
inactivating the virus.

4. Mop the area rather than sweeping or vacuuming

5. In high risk areas such as basement, garages or 
infrequently used area always wear gloves and a 
respirator with Hepa cartridges when cleaning. 
Make sure you have disinfectant on hand.

6. Always apply disinfectants to rodents and traps, 
and place into sealed plastic bags prior to disposal 
in sealed garbage cans.

To summarize, Hanta Virus is a serious, potentially deadly respiratory 
disease carried by deer mice. Medical attention should be sought if 
symptoms occur within 45 days of possible exposure

You as an Abell Pest Control Service Provider are an essential part of 
prevention as we offer the knowledge and expertise to ensure the 
safety of our clients.

Hanta Virus is a 
serious, potentially 
deadly respiratory 
disease carried by 
deer mice. Medical 
attention should be 
sought if symptoms 
occur within 45 days 
of possible exposure
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As with many 
things, this is a joint 
partnership between 
your companies 
policy makers, 
your trained and 
knowledgeable staff, 
and your professional 
pest control provider. 

There is no simple 
control for bed bugs.  
They are effective 
travelers, resistant 
to pesticides and can 
live for up to 1 year 
without a blood meal.

Andy Maganga BSc. MPM and Mike Heimbach Abell Pest Control Inc.


